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Professional Organizers conference in Boston yesterday.

Organizing

pros get

act together in Hub
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Clients hoping for a “big reveal”
at the end of the job will be disap-
pointed. They have to get involved,
and it takes more than a day.

“Ir’s a skill, it’s something you
can learn,” said Standolyn Robert-
son, owner of Things In Place in
Waltham. “A good organizer looks
to transfer skills.”

Organizers generally charge $25
to $100 an hour, depending on
their experience and the type of
job. Some clients hire them for just
one project. Others have them
come back again and again.

As a profession, organizing is at-
tractive to those who want to set
their own hours and be their own
bosses while helping people. Most
organizers work on their own, al-
though a few operate as partners.

It’s not all fun and de-cluttering,
however.

It takes time to build a sustaina-
ble business, said those on the in-
side. Organizers need to make
time for marketing, public rela-

tions and administration — activi-
ties for which they don’t get di-
rectly paid.

Despite the downside, there

seems to be plenty of room to
grow. Organizers are taking their
profession in new directions such
as staging homes for sale, coaching
people through moves and helping
baby boomers downsize.

Membership in the NAPO has
grown to 3,750 from 2,000 in 2002.
NAPQO New England is the group’s
second largest chapter with 140
members.

The organizers have plenty of
backup with a booming industry of
tools. Closet systems, filing sys-
tems and garage systems top the
list. A company called Game Saver
has even designed a special plastic
container to more neatly contain
children’s games.

Of course, if you think it’s tough
organizing, try organizing the or-
ganizers. That’s pressure.

“You have to make sure that you
dot your i's and cross your t’s,
twice,” Wintgringer said.
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